
TOWN OF VESTAL PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
DATE:  October 5, 2021 

 
PRESENT:  Madeleine Cotts; Chairwoman, Michon Stuart; Member, Tom Gorman; Member, Tim Mulvey; Member, 
Joyce Majewski, Alternate Member 
 
NOT PRESENT:  Bob Warner; Member, George Bezama; Alternate Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Vernon Myers, Town Engineer; David Berger, Planning Board Attorney; Carolyn Almy, Planning 
Board Secretary 
 
Madeleine Cotts called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., and asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
August 24, 2021 meeting.  Tom Gorman made a motion, Michon Stuart seconded, four members voted in favor, 
and one member abstained due to not being present at the previous meeting. 
 

 RIVER’S EDGE CONSERVATION AREA 
4629-4721 Vestal Parkway East 

                                            BCTMP #158-15-1-8 through -1-15 
                                            Initial Meeting for Proposed Conservation Area 
                                            Represented By:  Dave Dimmick, North Star Group, LLC 
 
The properties were conserved in 2019 and can never again be developed.  The property must be 
preserved with minimal disturbance.  The plan calls for a simple walking path with crushed stone on the 
trail and the parking area.  Solar powered lighting may be added, if needed.  Only dead or dying trees, 
such as ashes, will be removed.   
 
Connections to the new DOT trail were discussed.  Sidewalks in front of the property were discussed as 
recommended by the DOT.  The trail looks to be able to serve as a walkway from place to place without 
being near the road, as a sidewalk would.   
 
It was stressed that this development would be a conservation area, and not a park.  The conservation 
easement was explained.  The land is Town owned, but North Star would be responsible for all 
maintenance.  There will be no plowing or mowing, unless minimal trimming would be needed.  It was 
suggested that North Star’s maintenance include mowing a strip on either side of the trails, as needed, 
to keep insects and pests away from users.  Mr. Dimmick agreed to this suggestion. 
 
The homes that are presently on the properties are in an historic district, as were the demolished homes 
that were formerly there.  The developer will be required to clarify with the historical society before 
demolishing them. 
 
The County 239 Review comments have not been received, and Vern will need to see the sewer 
locations mapped to avoid any issues during construction.  According to the DEC, if there is more than 
one acre of disturbance, a SWPPP would be needed.  The trail on the back side that crosses on the 
slopes of the canal was discussed.  Vern asked that they plan on the trail being at the top of the 
towpath. 



 
This section of the canal was never dedicated as historical.  The developer intends to add some type of 
plaque that would explain what the area was in the past.  The County 239 comments are needed, and 
Vern will need to see the design information on the pedestrian bridge.  No decision was to be made at 
this meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 


